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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1. Claims 7,27,28,31-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 7 recites the limitation "remote database" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claims 27,28,31-33 recite the limitation "the step of proffering an auditory 
emissions scan...". There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in 
these claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

■ 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in - (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that 
an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have 
the effects for the purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United 
States only if the international application designated the United States and was 
published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language; or 
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2. Claims 1,2,4-8,11-18,21-28,32-37,39,40,42,44-46 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Terranova (2002/0014952). 

Terranova shows a transponder transaction system that includes a 
transponder 66 that communicates with a reader 52. The reader is connected to 
a financial network to perform a financial transaction. Terranova also uses a 
secondary authentication process that requires the user to voice-identify 
themselves. A voiceprint is stored in the transponder (paragraph 159) or other 
database. This requires an audible input mechanism/sensor (microphone 258 or 
camera 262) see paragraph 160. The verification and authorization of the 
transponder user is then used (along with the transponder) to authorize a 
financial transaction. In order for the comparison to take place, the system must 
temporarily store the voice sample to compare it with the stored voiceprint. Each 
person would have their own transponder and their own associated voiceprint. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 
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3. Claims 3,9,30,38 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Terranova as applied to claims 1,22,28,34 and 42 above, and 
further in view of Adcock (5835894). 

In an analogous art, Adcock teaches a voice verification system where M 
samples are compared for verification and the frequency of the samples is 
determined using FFT. See col. 3lines 18-42. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have used a finite number of 
frequency samples (as taught by Adcock) to perform the voice authentication 
desired by Terranova. 

4. Claims 10,31 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Terranova as applied to claims 1,22 and 34 above, and further 
in view of Sharma (6480825). 

In an analogous art, Sharma teaches a voice recognition system where a 
noise filter is used to remove any 60-cycle hum. Col. 7 lines 9-10. This reduces 
noise from any electronic device that uses utility power. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have used a noise filter to 
remove the 60-cycle hum in the Terranova system since it would reduce errors in 
the voice analysis. 

5. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Terranova as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Itsumi (5559504). 
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In an analogous art, Itsumi teaches a biometric input device. When a 
biometric sample is detected, a notification is give to the user. This satisfies the 
user that the system is working. See col. 18 lines 39-44 and figure 35. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have 
used a notification in Terranova, to indicate to the user that the sample has been 
detected, since this would satisfies the user that the system is working. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Brian A. Zimmerman whose telephone 
number is 571-272-3059. The examiner can normally be reached on 7 am to 4 
pm E.S.T. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Wendy Garber can be reached on 571-272-7308. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/708,832 
Art Unit: 2612 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system>call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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